
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Member 

 

and welcome to our Autumn E-News | Along the Riesling Trail ... 

 

Visit our website at http://rieslingtrail.com.au/ for up to date information of what's 

happening on the Riesling Trail and around the Clare Valley. 

 

From the Chairman 

The number of trail users from Clare to Auburn has increased a lot in January and 

February compared with previous years.  I expect completion of the trail into Auburn 

has encouraged more to travel right through to there…and beyond towards 

Riverton.  Our mild weather in February has been ideal for being on the trail, but then 

the number of trail users was also greater during January.  A lot of people (especially 

http://rieslingtrail.com.au/


 

locals) use the trail either first thing in the morning or later in the day, avoiding the 

hotter times of the day.  

To help those who use the trail before daylight or after sunset to navigate easier, we 

have installed ground level solar lights in the section between the southern car park in 

Clare and the Riesling Trail Cottages as a trial.  We are still working out the best 

spacing and location of these and plan to put in a few more in the next coming 

months.  These lights are to show the edges of the trail rather than to light it up. 

We are continuing with renewing interpretive signs along the trail.  As well as the four 

done last year (Mellers Quarry, The Copper Road, Clare Valley Riesling and John 

Horrocks) we have now added Polish Hill River (now located near the Mintaro Road 

crossing) and the Sevenhill Jesuits.  Others still to be done are Quarry Road Bridge and 

the showgrounds.  The one at the showgrounds will be changed to be about the 

showground history.  Renewing these signs has involved many hours of work by Sue 

Wurst to check the text with local historians and track down or obtain new 

photographs.  We are also very grateful to the Clare Rotary Club for funding these.  

We are now working on replacing the four Riesling Trail map signs at Clare, Sevenhill, 

Watervale and Auburn in the next few months.  As well as being out-of-date, some of 

these have also deteriorated from exposure to the sun over many years.  As well as 

renewing the maps, we will also add a town map at each of these four locations. 

Thank you to all those who help out with the Riesling Trail, including the Management 

Committee, and the many supporters of the Riesling Trail.  A brief word on the Citizen 

of the Year award:  This would not have happened without all the great support I have 

received over many years – it is as much an award for supporters of the Riesling Trail 

as it is for me. 

Allan Mayfield 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clare Valley parkrun every Saturday morning 

8.00am start, enter opposite the Visitor Centre 



 

 

 

Citizen of the Year Award 
Congratulations Allan 



 

Our 2020 Citizen of the Year is Allan Mayfield of Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council. 

It has been said that very few people within the Clare Valley have not benefited in 

some way from the work achieved by Allan Mayfield. 

An agronomist by trade, demonstrating strong leadership with a practical and 

conciliatory approach towards problem solving, Allan has also devoted himself to 

numerous community events and committees. 

Allan has increased the profile of Clare, not only in SA, but also nationally and 

internationally. From securing funding from Federal and State Governments to extend 

The Riesling Trail, contributing to the community through Lions, to liaising with local 

governments and discussing issues with landowners, Allan has established himself 

within the community as a committed individual working to improve the lives of the 

people of Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Allan Mayfield, John Dickeson and Ron Wurst installing the 

Polish Hill River sign on Jolly Way. 

[Road to Mintaro, where the Polish Hill River Church and Museum are located]. 

 

 

 

 

New bench/seat at the edge of Riesling trail, south of Showgrounds at the 

gate used by the parkrun event. Thank you for the photo Linley May. 

 

 

 



 

Pauline Ling Memorial Seat 

Pauline and John Ling lived in Clare for more than twenty very happy years after John 

retired from the South Australian Museum in 1992. They lived in the beautifully 

restored Donnybrook Cottage on Main North Road with a lovely cottage garden and 

lots of trees, quite close to the Riesling Trail. 

  

Both became active members of the Clare community. Pauline worked for the Clare 

Valley Christian Outreach Financial Consulting Service for seventeen years; she and 

John delivered Meals on Wheels and John helped in the C VCO furniture shop. Pauline 

also organised Christmas hampers for needy people in the district over many years. 

They lefty Clare at the end of 2012 and returned to Adelaide to be closer to family. 

  

They regularly walked along different parts over the entire length of the Riesling Trail 

between Auburn and Barinia accompanied by their faithful border collie companion 

“Fred”, who was also well known in the district until he died in 2006. 

  

As they too aged, John sometimes needed to rest when walking along the trail and so 

when Pauline sadly passed in 2018, her family had the idea of placing a memorial seat 

near where she, John and “red” walked. 

  

The seat was recently installed by members of the Riesling Trail Management 

Committee, overlooking vineyards and the Clare Showgrounds near where, 

incidentally, the K9 Dog Obedience School is located, but which Fred did not have to 

attend as he was naturally so obedient. 

 

 

 



 

A large tree fell and blocked the Trail. Mick Mittiga of Clare Valley Cycle Hire informed 

Volunteer, Peter Wood who had his chain saw, including firefighting unit on this very 

hot day. 

It was a huge job, but thanks to trail users, Brett and Harry from Perth, Brett doing 

most of the muscle work while Harry acted as Fire Officer, the job was soon 

completed. 

Tim Adams had been standing by in case assistance was needed. Another successful 

story thanks to everybody concerned. 

Thank you to everyone who assisted. 

 

 

 

 

Comments from 'Trail Riders' ... Pam and Mark Draper. 

Thank you for sharing. 

 

"Last year we took our caravan over to Sydney and took the opportunity to ride the 

Murray to Mountains rail trail and a few shorter local trails. I had many conversations 

with interstate riders we met on the trails or in caravan parks and, without fail, they 

rated the Riesling Trail as the best in South Australia. What surprised me was that 

many rated the trail as the best in Australia. I asked for reasons why they rated it so 

highly and there was a consistent response – good scenery, great wine and food, 

friendly and helpful locals. We have ridden the trail four times in the past few years 

and I have to agree with the interstate comments. 

 

 



 

 

Our Newest Business Friend 

Watervale General Store  

 

29 Main North Road Watervale SA 5452 

P:  8843 0297 

E:  eclare@bigpond.com.au  

Trading Hours: 

Monday to Friday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Saturday  8.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday  8.30am to 1.00pm 

 

 

 

 

Our Business Partners' & Friends' 

Achievements, Awards & News 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Thank you for your continued support of the Riesling Trail, 

it is very much appreciated. 

 

The Riesling Trail Committee 

 

 

Traker Readings 

 

 

 

 

Tax Deductible Donations are now easy to make 

 

You can now make a one-off or regular fully tax deductible donations via the 

Australian Sports Foundation. Simply click on the link which will take you to the 

Riesling Trail website, Payment Options  Click here.  

This method of donating is mainly for Donors who do not have an ABN for tax 

purposes. 

Thank you for your support of the Riesling Trail, any donation is greatly appreciated. 

 

http://rieslingtrail.com.au/business-partners-business-friends/membership/


 

Contact Us 

 

Chairman, Allan Mayfield M: 0418 818 569 E: allan@asmayfield.com.au 

Vice Chairman, Mark Hill M: 0409 678 022 E: mlpjhill2@bigpond.com 

Treasurer, Peter Wood M: 0411 662 384 E: retepdoow@gmail.com 

 

Articles for the E-News, Website and Facebook to 

Monica Trengove M: 0417 803 386 

E: admin@rieslingtrail.com.au 

 

All correspondence to The Treasurer PO Box 637 Clare SA 5453 or 

E: admin@rieslingtrail.com.au 

 

 

Thank you to our Business Partners 

 

 

 

 

 

http://allan@asmayfield.bigpond.com.au/
http://mlpjhill2@bigpond.com.au/
http://retepdoow@gmail.com/
http://admin@rieslingtrail.com.au/
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Thank you to our Business Friends 

 

Bentley’s Hotel;   Brice Hill Country Lodge;  Clare Animal Health;   Clare Building Supplies;   Clare Family 

Dental;  Clare Medical Centre;   Clare Valley Cabins;   Clare Valley Tours;   Clare Valley Taxis;   Clare 

Valley Toyota;   ‘Clarrie Bruce’ Remedial Massage;   Clarevale Cottage B&B;  clos Clare;   Complete Wool 

Services;   CVBTA;    Geoff Brock M.P;   Jeanneret Wines;   Jim Barry Wines;    Knappstein Wines;    M.R. 

Electrix [SA];   Max Montgomery Pty Ltd;   MGA Insurance Brokers;   Mid North Motor Co;   Mid North 

Real Estate;    Molly’s Chase B&B;   Mount Horrocks Wines;   Pikes Wines;   Pink’s Mitre 10;    Platinum 

Ag Services;  Ray White Clare Valley;   Riesling Trail & Clare Valley Cottages;   Riesling Studios;  Rising 

Sun Hotel;   Rohde’s Free Range Eggs;      St Helen’s Country Cottages;   Sussex Squire Wines;    Thorn 

Park by the Vines;  Watervale General Store. 

 

 

Thank you to our Honorary Business Friends 

 

Clare Valley Winemakers, Clare Quarry, MAIT Plumbing, SJM Carpentry Building Pty Ltd, 

Blue Goanna, Clare Signs & Design Centre, Smart Earthworks, Mace Engineering, 

Honeycomb Web Design, Crop Care, Clare Metal Fabrications, Mid North Pest & Weed 

Control Pty Ltd, Landmark Clare, Fox Tree Lopping & Tower Hire, Statewide Hydrojet, 

 

A special thank you to the Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council for printing of the Newsletter 

for distribution to Members who do not have email. 

 

 

 

Finally ... sincere thanks to you, as a Business or Individual Friend of the Riesling 

Trail for your continued support to upkeep and continually improve the Trail for 

users. 

... from the Riesling Trail Team 

 

   

 


