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Riesling Trail Management Committee 
Chairman’s report, AGM, 10th November, 2016 

 
This year’s Chairman’s report is a mix of achievements and challenges. 
We have maintained our membership which gives us a very good income base for 
on-going maintenance and facilities along the Trail. 
The number of Trail users is down a bit from 2015 but on a par with 2014.  This may 
be in part due to the much wetter year but also to failing batteries in the original 
Trakers.  These Trakers have now been replaced.  
The heavy rainfall during the year has caused some damage to the Trail.  This will 
be repaired as part of the upgrade work by Clare Quarry. 
We have quite a few projects in progress, including the Trail upgrade and the 
extension of the Trail into Auburn. 
 
However, the Trail continues to be a valued attraction for locals and visitors and we 
continue to get excellent publicity.  Some of this is from unexpected sources, such as 
in the recent Qantas magazine.  
Such recognition is the result of the great work of many dedicated people who help 
to make the Riesling Trail such an iconic attraction.  This includes of course the 
Management Committee and volunteers but also the wider Clare Valley community 
who provide accommodation and other facilities to our many visitors as well as the 
South Australian Government, through the Office for Recreation and Sport who 
provide on-going financial support. 
Our aim must be to continue to maintain, or where necessary, improve the Riesling 
Trail for all users. 
The history of the Riesling Trail is something we are keen to document and we are 
delighted that Terri Rhodes has done this as part of her postgraduate degree at the 
University of South Australia. 
 

Management Committee 

As mentioned in previous AGMs much of the activities of the Committee are at the 
sub-committee level.  These sub-committees also include other people not on the 
main Committee.   The two main sub-committees are Marketing and Maintenance.  
The other sub-committees (Amenities & signage, Art & Loops) meet less often.   
 
Marketing and membership 

The Marketing subcommittee (led by Mark Hill and with administrative support from 
Monica Trengove) has greatly improved our income as well as publicity of the Trail.  
We now have a tiered membership structure: 

- Business Partners: Two new Business partners this year are Mocandunda 
Wines and the Sevenhill Hotel.  These businesses provide a significant 
annual contribution (of $500/year) and receive recognition in Newsletters, at 
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the Lennon Street Trailhead and on signs along the Trail.  These signs 
provide useful information to visitors about the location, opening hours and 
contact details for these supporting businesses.  There are currently 21 
businesses who are Business Partners.   

- Business Friends: These businesses provide an annual contribution (of 
$150/year) and receive recognition at the Lennon Street Trailhead.  Currently, 
there are 44 Business friends. 

- Friends of the Riesling Trail: There is now a life membership option (Friends 
Forever) for $400 for anyone not wanting to renew their subscription each 
year.  Of the 75 Riesling Trail Friends, 31 are Friends Forever.  

- Honorary Business Friends: These businesses have donated significant time 
or facilities to projects on the Riesling Trail.  These are also listed at the 
Lennon Street Trailhead.  

- Honorary Friends Forever: These are life memberships in recognition of 
outstanding service to the Riesling Trail.   
 

We thank all these businesses and individuals for their financial support for the 
Riesling Trail.  We need, however, to continue to build our membership numbers, 
especially Riesling Trail Friends.  This gives us a strong base for any project work 
and on-going management of the Riesling Trail.  
 
The main fund raising activity this year is the wine raffle.  The wine has been 
generously donated by many wineries in the Clare Valley and coordinated by Chrissy 
van der Jeugd, the Clare Valley Winemakers representative on our Committee.  
Monica Trengove and Mark Hill also helped with managing the raffle books.  This 
has been very successful, and nearly all of the 5,000 tickets have been sold. 
 
We also get requests for named paving bricks at the Lennon Street Park.  This is 
being done once each year. 
 
Stu Nankivell has generously donated his time taking great images of the Trail.  
These are featured at the local Clare Valley Wine, Food and Tourism Centre. 
 
Maintenance 

The heavy rainfall in July and at the end of September caused some washing and 
rutting of the Trail in a few places, but generally the Trail handled it remarkably well, 
considering the intensity of the rainfall and the amount of water that needs to flow 
along the Trail through cuttings. 
We have continued to improve drainage to reduce water damage where we can but, 
after the heavy rainfall this year, there is clearly still more to do. 
The wet winter also caused many more trees and shrubs to fall across the Trail 
which we managed to clear very quickly ahead of the October long weekend and 
school holidays.  This was done by local volunteers and also using contractors (for 
the larger trees) with funding from our annual allocation from the Department of 
Planning, Transport and Infrastructure (DPTI). 
The Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council have been very cooperative with assisting with 
Trail maintenance, especially where roads cross the Trail. This financial year they 
will seal the roads at the Trail crossings on Greenwood Park Road, Wakefield Road 
and Morrisons Road, making these crossovers much smoother and less hazardous 
than at present. 
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Although there has been a delay in the start of the Trail upgrade I am assured by 
Gary Sims of Clare Quarry that it will be done. 
 
Amenities and signage 

Most of the railway station signs, which are looking a bit tired, will be replaced.  The 
new ones have a metal, rather than timber, frame and so should last much longer.  A 
new sign has been installed at Sevenhill.  For some of the other locations, such as 
Penwortham and Watervale, we are meeting with local groups and rail historians to 
re-locate the signs to where these railway stations were originally.  These places 
could also have some facilities, such as picnic tables, and display panels of the rail 
history so they become an interesting stopping off point. 
 
We still plan to put up a permanent display history of the railway from Auburn to 
Clare at the Lennon Street Park and are currently chasing up some better quality 
photos. 
The Riesling Trail Committee is working with the Rail Centenary Committee to install 
a rail feature next to the turntable (at the southern end of Station Road) for the 
Centenary celebrations in 2018.  The current concept is for a silhouette of a train 
next to this turntable. 
 
Loops 
The extension of the Riesling Trail to Auburn is progressing, although at a relatively 
slow pace.  We now have the detailed engineering specifications (by Mace 
Engineering) and approvals from Crown Lands, DPTI (for the road crossing) and the 
local landowner.  The boundary will be surveyed in the next few weeks and we will 
then submit an application to Council.  Jeffrey Grosset is a strong supporter of this 
project and the Grosset Gaia Fund generously paid for the cost of the engineering 
plans.  In the not too distant future we need to start planning for the funding for this 
project – of the order of $250,000. 
Connecting the Riesling Trail with Melrose Park and the Gleeson Wetlands is 
something we have been keen to do for several years.  We understand that building 
a dedicated pathway from Farrell Flat Road to Melrose Avenue is in the Council’s 
work plan for this year and we thank them for this. 
One connection we are delighted to be part of (with signage and an improved 
pathway) is from the Sevenhill station to the new Richardson Park Playspace. 
We also look forward to working with the Lavender Federation Committee for the 
final leg of their walking trail from Murray Bridge through to Clare.  This is a most 
impressive achievement by this small band of volunteers. 
 
Art along the Riesling Trail 

For those using the northern section of the Trail, Paul Leditschke has recently 
installed a few kangaroos.   
We have ideas for other concepts, including a feature funded by the Clare Valley 
Winemakers. 
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